Self-storage chain
swoops on Wine Ark

Anthony Marx

ONE of Australia’s biggest self-
storage chains has secured an
$8 million majority stake in the
country’s biggest wine storage
provider.

Brisbane-based National
Storage’s move to corner the
wine storage market through its
holding in Wine Ark is part of a
$20 million expansion plan
across all mainland capital
cities over the next two years.

The National Storage facility
in Brisbane’s inner-city suburb
of Bowen Hills should see its
wine storage capacity expand
from about 40,000 bottles now
to 250,000 by mid-April.

Clients, who will pay about
$3 a case per month for climate-
controlled facilities, will be able
to have their wine catalogued,
delivered or sold at the click of a
computer mouse.

Retailers with more than 200

cases can expect to pay less.

“Wine has increased in value
immensely over the last 10 to
15 years and people realise they
need to protect that investment
with the right storage,” said
Dean Tavlor, a former architect
who launched Wine Ark in
Sydney in 1999 and today
watches over more than two
million bottles.

Established seven years ago
following the merger of
Stowaway Self Storage, National
Mini Storage and Premier Self
Storage, National Storage today
has a lock on about 15 per cent of
the market through 55 centres
nationwide providing more than
30,000 individual storage units.
But only eight of the facilities
currently have wine storage
capacity, a fact which
prompted the move on Wine
Ark to expand at key National
Storage sites.

Continued P31»

VINTAGE move...

Michael Berry, director
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of National Storage, which is expanding into wine storage. Picture:

Darren England
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